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Learning Journey Map

For KS3 Music

How to hold a 
ukulele correctly

Year 7 Topics Covered:
1. Narratology and context
2. Characterisation and setting
3. Genre and style 

Playing a chord loop

Programme Music
Learning to play the classics

Carnival of the 
Animals

(mood through 
music)

Rhythm recapBasic notation 
intro

Peter & the Wolf
(Narrative through 

music)
The Firebird

(Early Leitmotifs)

Scheherazade (Mood, 
Narrative, Leitmotifs 

combined)

Programme Music
Composing my own

Effective Melody 
writing for various 

character types.

How to imitate 
actions through 

music
Creating new musical 

ideas to match a mood, 
character or narrative

Ukulele Skills

Video Game Music
Performance

Undertale 
Theme

Tetris Theme

Super Mario Bros 
Theme

Rehearse the video 
game themes

Performances

Top Tips; how to 
write a melody

Recap Melody 
writing

Compose new theme 
idea to a given brief.

Rehearse 
compositions Performances

Name the strings

Reading TAB
Playing Melodies

Reading Chord 
Diagrams

How to tune the 
strings Achieving Fluency

Introducing song 
options

Rehearsing song 
options Song Performances

How to hold a 
ukulele correctly

Name the strings

Reading TAB
Playing Melodies

Reading Chord 
Diagrams

How to tune the 
strings

Playing a chord loop

Achieving Fluency
Introducing song 

options

Rehearsing song 
optionsSong Performances

Ukulele Skills

Video Game Music
Composition

Silent Movies
The Lion Cage 

(Charlie Chaplin)

Foley ArtistsMusical Cliché 
Cartoon Storyboard

Melody Manipulation

Hero & Villain 
Leitmotifs

James Bond 
ThemesWhat is a cue sheet?

Intro to James Bond 
Trailer

Compose your trailer 
music

Finish cue sheet

Performances

The Blues

12 Bar Blues
Chords 

(Root position)

Walking 
Bassline

Playing Boogie Shoes Rock ‘n’ Roll The Beatles
Song Structure

4 chord songs

Rehearse chosen song

Performances

New Curriculum pending for January 2025

New Curriculum pending for January 2025

New Curriculum pending for January 2025

What is a musical 
pulse?

What is a melodic 
and rhythmic 
device?

What is a treble 
clef and how do 
we read it?

How do we find a 
musical pulse and 
then work out a time 
signature?

What is a bass 
clef and how can 
we read it?

Why is it 
important to read 
the dynamic 
markings? What is 

articulation?

How can you 
show 
interpretation in 
a performance?

How do I check 
for accuracy?

What standard is 
the piece?

Why is ensemble 
choice 
important?

What is a musical 
chord?

What is a chord 
progression?

What are the 
families of 
instruments?

What is sonority 
within 
composition?

How do you use 
logic?

How do you 
develop melodic 
ideas?

What is Music for 
Ensemble?

What are Musical 
Forms and 
Devices?

What is Film 
Music?

What is Pop 
Music?

How do you apply 
MAD TSHIRT to 
the areas of 
study? 

What music 
genres fall into 
AoS?

What are your 
initial ideas for 
your free 
composition?

What are your 
initial ideas for 
ensemble 
performance?

How do we 
work out a 
key signature 
of a piece of 
music and it’s 
relative 
minor?

What are the 
elements of 
music?


